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Degrowth – a sober new normal to emerge from this crisis  

Dr.Mladen Domazet  

 

 

Lecture & discussion  
Industrialised economies of Earth, the main global producers of commodities and 

consumers of resources, keep lying to themselves and others that they can avoid 

climate catastrophe, destabilising biodiversity and further devastating zoonotic 

pandemics in this century whilst following economic growth focused development 

mantra. In this lecture we report from a precarious, but climate-stabilised year 2100 to 

show how a planet of over 7 billion people found diversification and flourishing at 

many levels of natural, individual and community existence, and turned away from the 

tipping points of catastrophic climate change and ecosystems’ collapse. We are bringing 

that world to life today by shedding the myths of the pre-degrowth era, especially the 

assumption coded deep into our knowledge system that current inequalities and 

climate crisis were inadvertently produced by the rational technological improvements 

of individual wellbeing.   

 

Dr Mladen Domazet is a philosopher-physicist and Research Director at the Institute for 

Political Ecology in Zagreb, Croatia. He holds a degree in Physics and Philosophy from 

University of Oxford and a doctorate in Philosophy of Science from University of Zagreb. 

Currently, he focuses on degrowth research, its social, cultural and community aspects 

in the European semi-periphery, and the hegemony of economic growth in the modern 

imaginary. Institute for Political Ecology (IPE) is a research and educational organisation 

that designs alternative development models and innovative institutional frameworks 

for a democratic political and economic attainment of justice, equality and ecological 

stability in contemporary societies. 

 

Degrowth - decolonising the collective imaginary 

Oxana Lopatina 

 

In a system where the logic of capital accumulation and exploitation has encroached 

upon all spheres of human life and all corners of the planet, how can new ways of being 

and co-existing emerge? From the degrowth perspective, radical change starts at the 

point of deconstructing the belief systems that underpin the undesired physical and 

institutional structures. In this lecture we will discuss the degrowth proposal to 

‘decolonise the imaginary’ and will explore what this means for countries across the 

spectrum of economic development. In particular, we will focus on how degrowth can 

help us go beyond the dull understanding of the good life and human nature itself 

shaped by cosmocapitalism.  

 

 

Oxana Lopatina studied international relations and public administration in Russia and 



the UK. She is an independent researcher interested in the philosophy of the degrowth 

transition. She researched the debt-throughput nexus at the Institute for Political 

Ecology in 2018, and dépense as a degrowth strategy at the Autonomous University of 

Barcelona in 2019-2020. Oxana is also a renewable energy policy analyst, a strategic 

advisor with the system change art collective Swarm Dynamics, and a member of the 

organising team of the UK Degrowth Summer School and a series of webinars Degrowth 

Talks. 

 

7.7.2020  11:00 am CEST 1,5 hour 

 

The Joy of Dignity against the Evil of Banality 

Ece Temelkuran 

 

 

Lecture & discussion 
It will soon be crystalized for all of us that today we are in fact facing a philosophical 

and moral question en masse. The current global political predicament that we tend to 

call “rising authoritarianism” is not entirely covering the density and the immensity of 

the globally unleashed evil.  A struggle has began on has philosophical struggle 

between the two concepts that I believe we are dealing with today. Right wing 

populism or rising authoritarianism are only on the surface of the real question we are 

facing and what is today taking place is a philosophical clash between the fundamental 

values of human kind and the politically imposed malice of our times. Since the word 

democracy is now less exciting than it has been in the last century we will have to find 

a more central concept to gather the progressive forces of the planet against the 

globally unleashed banality and I think that concept is human dignity.  

 

Ece Temelkuran is one of Turkey’s best-known novelists and political commentators, 

and her journalism has appeared in the Guardian, New York Times, New Statesman and 

Der Spiegel. She has been twice recognized as Turkey’s most read political columnist, 

and twice rated as one of the ten most influential people in social media (with 3 million 

twitter followers). Her novel Women Who Blow on Knots won the 2017 Edinburgh 

International Book Festival First Book Award.  

She won PEN Translate Award with Women Who Blow On Knots (2013) and with her 

political long essay Turkey: The Insane And Melancholy (2016) she received New 

Ambassador Of Europe Prize from Poland. Her recent work How To Lose A Country: The 

Seven Steps From Democracy to Dictatorship (2019) was widely praised internationally. 

The book has been translated to ten languages in one year and Temelkuran received 

"Honorary Citizenship" from Palermo due to her work for the oppressed voices.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Democratization of public services as key to sustainable economy 

Nikolina Rajković 

 

The deepening of the global health crises and the forthcoming economic recession will 

require substantially different political and economic responses from those we are 

witnessing today. New Eurofound research shows quite gloomy picture in terms of 

political representation and economy: People across the EU are reporting dramatically 

low levels of trust in the EU and in their national governments, particularly in 

traditionally pro-EU Member States such as France, Italy and Spain, raising fundamental  

questions about EU action during the crisis. The national states and the EU are largely 

failing in bringing policies that really aim to accommodate human needs in health, 

environmental and ecological crises that will go beyond the short-term perspective. 

What we need is a solidarity economy based on democratic planning and decision-

making both in public services and workplaces. 

 

Nikolina Rajković got her BA and MA in Turkology and Sociology from the University of 

Zagreb and her MA in History from the Central European University in Budapest. She has 

been an activist since her student days working for many years as a translator, as well 

as researching and publishing on migrations, urban studies, models of workers' 

management and participation in companies, and labor unrest and movements in the 

post-socialist period.  

She currently works in the Institute for Political Ecology (IPE) on topics of 

democratization of public services. 

 

8.7.2020  11:00 am CEST 1,5 hours 

 

Digitization: learned lessons from lockdown 

Panel discussion 

 

 

 

Panel discussion 
Digital technologies and different forms of online teaching and learning are an 

inseparable part of today's learning process. The Covid19 crises clearly showed all the 

limits and advantages of on-line teaching and learning and the availability and 

knowledge about advanced digital technologies in schools in different countries. The 

panel discussion will be focused on three main topics: issues and gaps emerged in the 

pandemic; the importance of cooperation among different actors (cooperation of 

schools with parents; community; private sector…); future endeavours.  

The multi voices panel will present the perspectives of teacher, parents and school 

principal moderated by dr. Radmila Rangelov Jusović and Nedim Krajišnik from Center 

for Educational Initiatives Step by Step (Bosnia and Herzegovina).  

 

 



9.7.2020  11:00 am CEST 1,5 hours 

 

Tools and Ethics for Applied Behavioural Insights: The BASIC Toolkit 

James Drummond 

 

 

Presentation & discussion 

Decades of research in behavioural science has shown how social context and 

behavioural “biases” can affect people’s ability to make good decisions. For over a 

decade, the field of behavioural insights (BI) has taken these findings and applied them 

to making better and more effective policies. This presentation will discuss the field of 

BI, the methods and tools used by policy makers to implement behavioural 

interventions, and how it could help inform better policy making.  

 

James Drummond is a Policy Analyst in the Regulatory Policy Division, where he works 

on issues related to the regulatory policy, behavioural insights (BI) and Southeast Asia. 

He has worked on several publications on BI, including Tools and Ethics for Applied 

Behavioural Insights: the BASIC Toolkit, Behavioural Insights and Public Policy: Lessons 

from Around the World and Behavioural Insights and Organisations: Fostering Safety 

Culture, as well as organising four international conferences on BI. On regulatory policy, 

James has work with several countries, including Ireland, Peru and Thailand, on 

improving their regulatory governance system and conducting review of independent 

regulatory authorities. James joined the OECD in 2015, working also on topics related to 

high-level risk governance, inclusive growth and policy advisory systems. James holds a 

Masters of Public Policy from the University of Toronto, Masters of Arts in Political 

Science from Carleton University, and a Bachelors of Social Science in Political Science 

from the University of Ottawa. 

 

 

Behavioral insight approach in examining gender differences in the STEM field 

Ivona Čelebičić  &  Lamija Spahić 

 
Presentation  

UN Women and proMENTE social research conducted a study based on the BI approach 

in order to examine the interests of students in the STEM field. Also, a study was 

conducted on a sample of teaching staff. The aim of this study is to examine gender 

stereotypes and the role of teaching staff in defining students' educational and career 

goals. The behavioral insight approach provides an understanding of how context and 

other factors influence decision making, and includes several phases: behavior, analysis, 

identification of strategies, interventions, and change. The "behavior" phase is focused 

on defining the problem. In this regard, we will present the problem of reduced 

representation of women in the STEM field (science, technology, engineering, 

mathematics), and behaviors that we want to reduce. The “analysis” phase involves 

understanding why people behave in a certain way. We will present the barriers that 

https://www.oecd.org/regreform/tools-and-ethics-for-applied-behavioural-insights-the-basic-toolkit-9ea76a8f-en.htm
https://www.oecd.org/regreform/tools-and-ethics-for-applied-behavioural-insights-the-basic-toolkit-9ea76a8f-en.htm
https://www.oecd.org/gov/regulatory-policy/behavioural-insights-and-public-policy-9789264270480-en.htm#:~:text=Lessons%20from%20Around%20the%20World,making%20public%20policies%20work%20better.
https://www.oecd.org/gov/regulatory-policy/behavioural-insights-and-public-policy-9789264270480-en.htm#:~:text=Lessons%20from%20Around%20the%20World,making%20public%20policies%20work%20better.
http://www.oecd.org/gov/regulatory-policy/behavioural-insights-and-organisations-e6ef217d-en.htm
http://www.oecd.org/gov/regulatory-policy/behavioural-insights-and-organisations-e6ef217d-en.htm
http://www.oecd.org/gov/regulatory-policy/behaviroual-insights-events.htm


women face in an area traditionally dominated by men, and the psychological, 

cognitive, and contextual factors that influence gender differences in educational and 

career preferences. The phase of "identifying strategies" and "designing interventions" 

means creating intervention programs in order to eliminate targeted behavior. 

Accordingly, we will describe several programs aimed at increasing the interest of girls 

and women in education and pursuing careers in the STEM field. The last phase of 

"change" involves checking the effectiveness of interventions. 

Ivona Čelebičić, MSc - PhD candidate for Monitoring and Evaluation in educational 

institutions. Master in human sciences, researcher and trainer in proMENTE social 

research since 2004. Conducted over 70 research and evaluation projects and training 

courses. Directly involved in program coordination; designing qualitative and 

quantitative research, development of research instruments (focus group guidelines, 

interview questions, questionnaires), fieldwork implementor and supervisor. She is 

particularly skilled at using Outcome Mapping (OM) and Most Significant Changes. She 

led the field work for a wide range of projects, ranging from three months in the field 

doing interviews with street children and victims of trafficking to community 

development and cross-border cooperation.  

Lamija Spahić,  MA - Psychologist, member of proMENTE team since 2018, works as a 

researcher, evaluator and trainer. Lamija's special field od interests are cognitive 

psychology, social psychology and data analysis. She is involved in creating different 

instrument for social resarch (questionnaires, focus group and interview guidelines). 

Also, Lamija's key qualifications are related to conducting a desk research, conducting 

field research, preparation and implementation of trainings and educations for different 

target groups, evaluation of projects, monitoring project activities and coordinating 

various project activities. She has a coordinating role in social inclusion, corruption and 

academia research projects for young leaders.  
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